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» Power (Source ): military

spending and economic output,
population and territory as
physical basis.

Nation: Integration or
identification of the national
society and the community.

State strength: Nexus of state-
society-community. Indicators
include political participation,
youth unemployment rate,

fair income distribution, and
the absence of discriminated
minority communities.
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Iran: A weak state with strong power (Case A)
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Restricting political participation : Existence of
Guardian Council

The unemployment rate for young people (15-24
years old) : 27.7% (March 21, 2018-March 20,

2019), Jetro "Biznews" April 25, 2019.

2006 Iranian income inequality (Gini) coefficient
44.5% (social disturbance line is above 40%, The
World Factbook, CIA, 2008). Example: Japan
(OECD, 2016) 34%.

Minority communities: Kurds (estimated 7%),
Arabs (estimated 4%), Baha'is (estimated
300,000-350,000 people), etc.

Power sources: FY2018 military expenditures of
approximately $ 13.2 billion (SIPRI, 2019),

population of approximately 80 million people
(World Population White Paper, 2016), GDP of
approximately $ 431.9 billion (IMF estimates,
2017). Dual existence of Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps and regular forces (insuffi¢ie
civilian control).
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Turkey: A weak state with strong power (Case B)
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Restricting political participation : Presence of
National Security Council (MGK : the de facto
state's highest decision-making body). Strict
control over Islam by laiklik (Secularism).

The unemployment rate for young people (15-24
years old) : 24.8% (June, 2019), by Turkish

Bureau of Statistics.

2010 Turkish income inequality (Gini) coefficient
40.2% (The World Factbook, CIA).

Minority communities: Kurds (estimated 19%, 15
million people), Islamist, etc.

Power sources: FY2018 military expenditures of
approximately $ 19 billion (SIPRI, 2019),
population of approximately 82 million people
(Turkish National Statistical Agency, 2018), GDP
of approximately $ 784.1 billion (lbid., 2018).
There have been many military coups
(insufficient civilian control).
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Saudi Arabia: A weak state with strong power (Case C)

>

>

Restricting political participation : Existence of
Majlis al-Shdra (Advisory Council) appointed by th
King

The unemployment rate for young people (15-24
years old): Men 21%, Women 58%, 30% in total,
Namie Tujigami “Saudi Arabia Vision 2030 and the
potential of women and youth” Industrial Structure
Council 4th Trade Subcommittee, July 7, 2017.

Saudi Arabian income inequality (Gini) coefficient
32.0% (Global Peace Index, 2010).

Minority communities: Shiites (estimated 10-20%).

Power sources: FY2018 military expenditures of
approximately $ 67.6 billion (SIPRI, 2019),
population of approximately 32.94 million people
(World Bank, 2016), GDP of approximately $ 769.9
billion (IMF estimates, 2018). Dual existence of
regular forces and Saudi Arabian National Guar
(royal distrust of regular forces).
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The geopolitical position of the three countries and the
credibility of the commitment (lran)
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» Geopolitical position and features

* Iran is difficult to invade in its plateau area between
Elbruz Mountains, Zagros Mountains, and the deserts, and it
is easy to advance to the surrounding area. Iran's influence
can be expanded to the east coast of the Mediterranean Sea
using Iraq, Syria and Lebanon as a corridor.

+ Although it is a continental state similar to Russia in
nature, it has a long coast along the Persian Gulf and can
restrict marine traffic in the Strait of Holmes.

* Iran's asymmetric or cyberattacks pose a threat to Saudi
Arabia.

» Credibility of the commitment

+ Although it has been damaged by the US withdrawal from
JCPOA and the resumption of sanctions against Iran, the
restrictions on the nuclear agreement were gradually,
abandoned in anticipation of President Trump's weak
attitude. The challenges in the surrounding areas by Isl
Revolutionary Guard Corps not under government con
are lntenSIfylng Therefore, the credibility of the
commitment is weakened.
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The geopolitical position of the three countries and the
credibility of the commitment (Turkey)

» Geopolitical position and features

* It is located at the point where Russia's
power reaches the southwest, and has
the same strategic value for the United
States as Japan. For Europe, as a node
with Asia, it is in a very important
position regarding the inflow of refugees
and migrants. Turkey can be a balancer
between Saudi Arabia and Iran.

» Credibility of the commitment

* President Erdogan is strengthening
relations with Russia and Iran to establish
a safety-zone to attack Syrian Kurds, and
the credibility of Turkey's commitment as
a NATO ally is diminishing.
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The geopolitical position of the three countries and the
credibility of the commitment (Saudi Arabia)
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» Geopolitical position and features

- The desert area, which descends from the Hijaz Mountain
where the holy city Mecca is located to the eastern oil field,
occupies most of the country and is in a vulnerable position
surrounded by threats of Iran, Irag and Yemen. Saudi Arabia
depends on the United States for its own security.

» Credibility of the commitment

- The intervention of the Yemen civil war, which was initiated
in March 2015, led by the Crown Prince MBS, has been
prolonged, and Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps and its
supportive Houthis have counterattacked. As a result, Saud
military expenditure rose to the third largest in the world.

- Domestic Reform Vision 2030 is delayed in raising Saudi
Aramco's initial public offering (IPO) with a market
capitalization of $ 2 trillion. Therefore, it is unclear ho
Nexus of state-society-community be strengthened.
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The three countries of Iran, Turkey, and'Sa
Arabia are all weak states with strong powe
None of them have formed a modern nation-
state.

Therefore, the future balance of power within
the region will change depending on which of
these participating countries will soon realize
the strengthening of the Nexus of state-society-
community.

Iran and Saudi Arabia are in intense conflict,
but Iran may gradually become dominant as the
US withdraws from the Middle East. If Turkey
becomes a balancer, the outbreak of the
preventive war that accompanies the tra
of power can be prevented.



